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On  June  30,  2012,  about  1405  mountain daylight time, a Stinson 108-3, N773C, was substantially
damaged  after impacting terrain during initial climb near the Bruce Meadows Airport (U63), Stanley,
Idaho.  The  certified  commercial  pilot  sustained  serious  injuries,  and  the  three passengers
sustained  minor  injuries.  Visual  meteorological conditions prevailed for the local flight, which
was  being operated in accordance with 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91, and a flight plan was
not filed. The flight was destined for the McCall Municipal Airport (MYL), McCall, Idaho.

In  a  telephone interview with the National Transportation Safety Board investigator-in-charge, the
passenger  who  occupied  the right rear seat reported that after taking off the pilot flew straight
out  for  about  three  or  four  minutes, but the airplane would only ascend to about 60 to 70 feet
above  the  tops  of  the  trees. The passenger stated that the airplane started losing altitude and
experienced  a  downdraft,  which  was  followed  by its wings impacting the tops of the surrounding
trees.  The  airplane subsequently came down through the trees before impacting terrain inverted and
sliding to a stop.

The airplane was recovered to a secured storage facility for further examination.
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